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Welcome to the course- Environmental Impact Assessment. So, in our last lecture, we covered the global

timeline from 1970 to 1999 concerning sustainable development. We looked into particularly the environmental

concerns. We looked into the initiatives that were taken at the international level and what was happening
across the globe.
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@ Connect Initiatives and events from 2000-2021 with the Global
__Environmental Statusand EIA.

@ Synthesize context for Law, Policy, Guidelines and Institutions at
different levels.
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| 2002 | World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johanneshurg

26 August-4 September 2002
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10-year anniversary of the United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan (right) with Nelson Mandela at the Sandton
United Nations Conference on Conference Center during the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg,

: South Africa, on September 3, 2002. UN
Environment and Development Photo/Evan Schneider

(Source: ADB, 2012)

So, in this session, we will cover the second part of the timeline from 2000 to 2021 to complete the overall

global timeline from 1970 to 2021. So, our coverage would be like we will be looking at the Global
Environmental timeline from 2000 to 2021 from the environmental perspective. And the learning outcome is
that you should be able to connect the initiatives and you see historically how different perspectives are coming

and what different initiatives are coming in.

And how does our EIA, currently, all the enabling environment, the policies, and the Acts aligned to meet those
goals at different levels from the local level to the global level and address all those problems? So, we see that,
in 2001, easy directives were on placement of strategic environmental assessment is SEA of certain plans and

programs, which was to be implemented by the member states by 2004.

So, this directive was already there in place by 2001. Then, in the same year, we see that there was a
breakthrough in Bonn like following the Kyoto Protocol. But the breakthrough was because of the green

technology by Germany. However, all the negotiations slightly happened without the US. So, it was not



aligning with their country's economic best interest. So, the US withdrew from this particular bond convention

here.

And Germany had a breakthrough in green technology. However, they came to an understanding that the car
needed to account for the carbon sink in the natural reservoirs, which were much more efficient in terms of the
function of the carbon sink. And more efficient in terms of their absorption compared to what they release. So,
that was also realized and then also considered that those the account should be taken out those calculations,
estimations should be made. So, in October, countries agreed on the rules for meeting targets set by the Kyoto

Protocol.

And then it was channelized to enforce it. So, further, in 2001, we also see the Doha ministerial declaration. In
this, the countries were encouraged to share their experiences and expertise with the members. And members
who wish to perform environmental reviews at the national level. So, there was an exchange of knowledge. So,

last time, when we ended, we saw that the knowledge was also coming, the sharing of things was also coming.

So, now how the knowledge and experiences be shared? So, this came up in the Doha ministerial declaration.
So, in 2002, we see that there was a World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. And in 2002
it marked the 10th anniversary of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. And here
the summit promoted the partnership as a non-negotiated approach to sustainability.

So, how all the nations could partner together? The further we see that was Global Reporting Initiative was
formulated. And on which the guidelines were developed and how organizations should report on the economic
environmental and social dimensions of their business activities. So, how does that, reporting have to be done,

and how that communication has to be undertaken here?

(Refer Slide Time: 5:29)

| 2003 | United Nations Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development
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| 2004 | Wangari Muta Maathai: The First Environmentalist to Win
the Nobel Peace Prize

10 December 2004

The Nobel Peace Prize 2004 was awarded to
Wangari Muta Maathai "for her contribution to
sustainable development, democracy and
peace."

¥ Kenya

Nobel Peace Prize Award Ceremony, Oslo City Hall, Norway. S D
Urce: h

| 2005 | Kyoto Protocol

(Entered into force on February 16, 2005)

+ Ratified by enough countries to account for at least
55 percent of global emissions
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| 2005 | The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

(Entered into force on February 16, 2005)

+ The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA): a major
assessment of the human impact on the environment, called ECOSYSTEMS
for by the United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan in AND HUMAN
2000, launched in 2001 and published in 2005 WELL-BEING

+ Experts from 95 countries provide scientific information
concerning the consequences of ecosystem change for
human well-being

Link of the report
https:/fwww.millenniumassessment.org/
documents/document.356.aspx.pdf

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2022; Kimimasa Mayama/Reuters, 2022 Ebrary, 2022)

So, in 2003, we see that the United Nations General Assembly endorsed the United Nations Decade of

Education for sustainable development. So, now you see that, how we started focusing on the education



component. So, previously, you had seen how we were creating encouragement for awareness about
sustainability. So, now we see that now we went on the education aspect by 2003 sharing knowledge, creating

partnerships, and then the education path.

So, in 2004, we see that there is Wangari Muta Maathai, the founder of the green belts, movements in Kenya.
He was the first environmentalist to be awarded a Nobel Prize. So, that recognition for the environmental aspect
did happen here. So, you see that was the first time an environmentalist was awarded the Nobel Prize. It was

awarded for her contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace.

So, we see that the Kyoto Protocol entered into force in February 2005, after it was ratified by enough countries
to account for at least 55 percent of the global emission. And we see that, here in the Kyoto Protocol, the US
was not included, and US was the world’s US is the world's leading carbon emitter. So, the European Union
commits to reduce emissions by 8 percent and the Kyoto Protocol. Below 1990 levels, Japan committed to 5

percent and Russia committed to keeping levels steady with 1990 levels.

Between 2008 and 2012 even the protocol was set to expire can be set to expire and countries were supposed to
reduce emissions by their pledged amounts. In 2005, we see that Millennium Ecosystem Assessments MEA was
released. Experts from 95 countries provided scientific information concerning the consequences of ecosystem
change for human wellbeing. So, what happens if that environmental loss happens, and then how do we lose on

the services? So, that kind of assessment was undertaken and the framework was designed.

(Refer Slide Time: 8:12)
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| 2005 | World Summit to Assess Progress on the MDGs

(14 -16 September , 2005)

+ World summit held at United Nations
Headquarters in New York to assess progress
on the Millennium Development Goals; QM
modified targets are proposed

Spe:

Y Y ofi Annan at the 2005 World Summit, United
States, September 14, 2005

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2022; UN Photo/Paulo Filgueiras, 2022)
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| 2005 | REDD & REDD+

(December, 2005)

Montreal, /

Quebec, Canada

+ COP 11 (Montreal): REDD is back
on the agenda

+ REDD: Later evolved to REDD+

+ REDD+ was first negotiated under UNFCC in 2005,
with the objective of mitigating climate change
through reducing net emissions of greenhouse gases
through enhanced forest management in developing
countries.

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2022; UN Photo/Paulo Filgueiras, 2022)

| 2007 | United Nations Climate Change Conference, Bali

(3 Dec 2007 - 15 Dec 2017)

SYNTHESIS REPORT

+ The Intergovernmental :
Panel on Climate Change |:> L
3 - (IPCC) publishes its fourth
fe idnesis assessment report on
/;\\ climate change
et * Global warming is ‘most likely" p———
& caused by human activity - -
-IPCC, 2007
Link to the Report:
The conference involved a series of events, including the thirteenth Conference of the Parties | Ntips:/wwwipoc.chisitefassets
A luploads/2018/02/ar4_syr_full
(COP 13) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and third Conference reportpdf

of the Parties serving as the Meeting of Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (COP/MOP 3)

(IISD, 2021; Council on Foreign Relations, 2022; UN Photo/Paulo Filgueiras, 2022)
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| 2007 | United Nations Climate Change Conference, Bali

(3 Dec 2007 - 15 Dec 2017)

+ Discussions begin on a stronger
successor to the Kyoto Protocol

+ Washington backs down
+  The parties adopt the Bali Action Plan,

which establishes the goal of drafting
a new climate agreement by 2009

During the conference, delegates boo the U.S. team for trying to
block a proposal.

(The Indian Express, 2022)

In 2005, we see that there was also evidence suggesting the increase in the frequency and severity of hurricanes

in the Atlantic and related storm damage. And which could be attributed to climate change. We also see that a



world summit took place in New York to assess progress on the Millennium Development Goals. So, that is

how we had MDG Millennium Development Goals. And there were proposals to modify the targets.

Further, in 2005 itself we see that REDD and REDD plus convention also took place. REDD is the abbreviation
for reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation. So, that is how it is abbreviated followed by
REDD plus with the plus referring to the role of conservation, sustainable management of forests, and

enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries.

So, how REDD and REDD plus was addressing to reduction part as well as the conservation sustainability
management aspect here. So, this happened in 2005, and the whole purpose was to reduce emissions from
deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries. So, we see that it was negotiated under the
UNFCC in 2005. And UN-REDD was launched in 2008. India did not participate in it.

Here in REDD, it defined the Bali action plan. And then also the COP 13 was held here. In 2017, we see the
IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change published its fourth assessment report on climate change.
The report showed that climate change policies are best addressed by integrating them within the broader
framework of sustainable development strategies. So, that all has to be integrated well. So, the IPCC report
indicated that.

And in the same year, we also see that negotiations began for Kyoto 2.0. So, before COP 13 and Bali,
Indonesia, the UN governmental Panel on Climate Change, the IPCC report articulated with its strongest
language. So, it was emphasized that global warming is most likely caused by human activity. So, it was
happening, but it was had this report emphasized that it was happening because of our activity.

So, during the conference, discussions that took place had stronger implications for the Kyoto Protocol. But
they came to a standstill after the US objected to dividing the back proposal that calls for all industrial nations to
cut down greenhouse gas emissions by specific targets. So, the US did not agree to that. So, the key argument

US officials argued is that developing countries must also make commitments.

So, the US wanted the developing countries also to commit in place. So, they were they had to leave the US and

withdraw from there.
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| 2008 | World Food Price Crisis

Global food prices increase 43% in 1 year

JC

| 2008 | The UN Environment-led Green Economy FLUCTUATIONS
Initiative launched GLACIERS
200(?:\2005

A low-carbon economy and green growth
become new objectives

| 2008 | The World Glacier Monitoring Service Report =

+ WGMS points to strong acceleration of glacier melting in
20002005, with a doubling of the rate compared to the two
preceding decades.

| 2009 | G?O agrees cfn.phase- EPITTSBU RGH
out of fossil fuel subsidies SUMM'TZUU?

+ The Group of 20 Finance Ministers and
Central Bank  Governors  (G20)
promises to phase out fossil fuel
subsidies

| 2009 | The Internet’s Role in Campaign

+ Social networking begins to influence citizen engagement, -
from the Obama presidential campaign in the United
States to the presidential election in Iran

(ADB 2012 maryville 2022)

| 2009 | 15th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP15) to
the UNFCCC

(7 Dec 2009 - 18 Dec 2009)

Copenhagen, Denmark
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Aview of the dais during the high-level segment (1ISD, 2009; ADB,2012)




| 2009 | The Philippines experiences the worst tropical typhoon
depression

Typhoon Ketsana (known in the Phillippines as "Ondoy")

(1ISD, 2009; ADB,2012)

We see in 2008, the global food price increase happened like it was 43 percent in 1 year, and there was also

growing energy demand in the People's Republic of China, India, and elsewhere. Which also increased the
energy prices and then the financial institutions were failing. Then there was the failure of mortgage lending in
the United States as well. And there were problems in the market then also there was a recession, what we see

in 2008. So, that started happening here.

And then at the same time, we see the notion of a green economy, also coming into the mainstream. And then
the low carbon economy and green growth became new objectives. So, how we were aligning ourselves with
the low-carbon economy and green growth? And then, at the same time, we also see the World Glacier
monitoring services also indicated that there is an acceleration in the glacier melting.

So, we have already seen this in our environmental status report. So, it was, here again, we see that the research
findings were coming. The melting rate was doubling with the rate compared to the president's decades. So, the
melting was accelerating here. We also find that a group of 20 finance ministers and central bank governance
G20, promised to phase out fossil fuel subsidies, expert estimated that annual subsidies could amount to 500

billion equal to 1 percent of the world's gross domestic product.

So, what kind of financial commitments were being made? So, we see that happening in 2009. And then in
2009, we also saw the 15th session of the conference of the COP 15 session of COP the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change, which was convened in Copenhagen the domestic targets and

actions of large emissions such as those of the United States and China took the center stage.

So, they became the focus, and at the same time in 2009, we saw that the Philippines experienced the worst

tropical typhoon depression on record and then there were flood water levels reaching like 20 feet in rural areas.

(Refer Slide Time: 14:52)



| 2009 | UN summit on climate change hosted by Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon
(September 2009)

+ Ban expresses hope that leaders will
reach a “substantive deal” during the
upcoming conference in Copenhagen
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Top leaders, including German Chancellor Angela Merkel, French President Nicolas Sarkozy, and U.S. President Barack

Obama, aren't able to reach a deal in Copenhagen. IADE 2012: Steffen Ki i;ensmﬂemers 2022)

| 2010 | 16th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP15) to the
UNFCCC in Canctin, Mexico.
(29 Nov 2010 - 10 Dec 2010)
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during the Cancun conference.
COP16 on Climate Change

Temperature Target Set in Cancun.
Countries commit for the first time to keep global temperature

increases below 2°C in the Cancun Agreements. (Council on Foreign Retations, 2022;
Source: Ronaldo Schemid/AFP/Getty Images, 2022)




| 2010 | Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing

(Adopted on 29 October 2010)
W e
& \ 2
J Japan

o D8 P
e v
' NAGOYA 0, e @ \F
e 2% D P‘\

+ Access to genetic resources and a fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from their use of the
Convention on Biological Diversity

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2022; biomarmt, 2022)

We also see in 2009 that, the US joined the statement at the UN and 3 months ahead of the target date of new
agreement, several world leaders pledged action during the UN Summit on Climate Change, hosted by
Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon. So, the Chinese president, Hu Jintao announces a plan to cut emissions by a
notable margin by 2020. This marks the first time Beijing has committed to reducing its rate of greenhouse gas

emissions.

So, that happened and then the Japanese Prime Minister also pledged to reduce the emissions by 25 percent. US
President Barack Obama in his first UN address, the United States is determined to act and lead but he did not
offer any new proposal. Also, we see that Ban expresses hope that leaders will reach a substantive deal during
the upcoming conference in Copenhagen.

So, in December 2009, there was disappointment in Copenhagen. So, nothing constructive was done. In 2010,
we see that temperature target set in Cancun, the 16 sessions of con COP to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, which was held in Cancun. There was increased pressure to reach a consensus

in Mexico during COP 16, after the failure in Copenhagen.

And NASA announced that 2000 2009 was the warmest decade ever recorded. So, there was evidence of global
warming countries committed for the first time to keep global temperature increase below 2 degrees in the
Cancun agreement. So, that agreement happened here. So, approximately 8 countries including China, India,

and the United States as well as the European Union, submitted the emissions reduction targets and actions.

And they agreed on a stronger mechanism for monitoring progress. However, some researchers suggest
otherwise. So, we also see the Green Climate Fund of nearly 100-billion-dollar fund that was created to assist
developing countries in mitigating and adapting to climate change. However, by 2019 only 3 billion so far were
it was committed for 100 billion 3 billion has been contributed.



So, further, we see that in 2010, the Nagoya protocol, the purpose of which was to access genetic resources and
a fair and equitable sharing of benefits. Which arise from the use of the Convention on Biological Diversity. So,

that convention was held. It agreed to the Convention it was a supplementary agreement on biological diversity.

(Refer Slide Time: 18:10)
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| 2011 | Major Events

France

+ The Ministry of the Environment of France reports.
+ Total rainfall in April of barely 29% of the average established over the 1971-2000 period.
+ Soils in the northern part of the country have experienced the driest conditions in 50 years.

Japan
+ The Great East Japan Earthquake hits at
9.0 (Mw).

The world’s population reaches 7 billion

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2022; biomarmt, 2022)

| 2011 | Durban Climate Change Conference

(28 Nov 2011 - 11 Dec 2011) .

United Nations
Climate Change Conference 2011

COP17/CMP7

UNITED NATIONS
» DURBAN SOUTH AFRICA

Durban, South Afica , Glldl‘dldn

New Accord to Apply to All Countries Delegates reach a deal in the early hours of the moming on the conference’s

last day.

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2022; Rajesh JantilalAFP/Getty Images, 2022)




| 2012 | United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,
Rio de Janeiro.
(20-22 June 2012)

Brazil.

+ Twenty years after the 1992 'Earth Summit' in Rio de Janeiro, the 2012 United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development held in Rio (also known as Rio+20).
« 10th anniversary of the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg.

(ADB, 2012; UN Photo/Maria Elisa Franco, 2022)

| 2012 | Doha Climate Change Conference, COP18.

(November 2012)

™\ DOHA2012

Pavilion of Exhibitions and Events Typhoon Bopha kills more than one thousand
Related to the Rio+20 Conference, Rio  people in the Philippines while the conference is in
de Janeiro, Brazil. session .

+ Doha Amendment: Developed countries agree to assist developing countries mitigate and adapt to the
effects of climate change.
« The agreement also sets delegates on the path toward a new treaty.

NBC N 201
In 2011 BC, the Ministry of Environment of France reported very reduced like only 29 percent of the average
established overall from what was from 1971 to 2000 period only 29 percent of rainfall they received. They also
reported that the soils in the northern part of the country had experienced the driest conditions in the last 50
years. So, those reports were coming in. And then we see that also there was a great East Japan earthquake that
hit.

And then at the same time, we see that by 2011 the population reached 7 billion. So, in 2011, we see that there
was a conference in Durban, South Africa, in which the new accord applies to all countries and we see that the
three biggest polluters, China, India, and the United States rejected the accord proposed by the European Union.

But they eventually agreed to work towards drafting a new legally binding agreement in 2015 at the latest.

So, the new agreement will differ from the Kyoto Protocol, and it will apply to both developed and developing

countries. So, in Kyoto Protocol if you remember it did not enforced on the developing countries. So, the new



agreement would apply to both developed and developing countries with the Kyoto Protocol set to expire in a

few months, the parties agree to extend it to like 2017 at that time.

So, we see that in 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development gathered in Rio de Janeiro to
mark the 20th anniversary of 1992. United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de
Janeiro. And the 10th anniversary of the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Janette Jo,
Hannah's Burg. It focused on 2 themes of green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty

eradication.

And the institutional framework for sustainable development. So, we see that there was COP 18 in Doha.
Negotiators met in Doha, and then they extended the Kyoto Protocol until 2020. So, the remaining participants
accounted for just 15 percent of the global greenhouse gas emissions. So, by this time Canada had withdrawn
from the treaty, and Japan and Russia said that they would not accept new commitments the United States never

signed.

And then the environmental groups criticized countries for not reaching an effective agreement as Typhoon
Bopha slammed the Philippines which they say exemplifies a rising. Which was an example of how the climate
change was happening. So, one of the conference successes in Doha amendments under which developed
countries agreed to assist the developing countries mitigated adapt to the effects of climate change.

So, what was happening? So, the developed countries agreed upon that, and then the agreement also set

delegates on the path toward a new treaty.

(Refer Slide Time: 22:00)

| 2013 | The United Nations Climate Change Conference, COP19,
Warsaw, Poland. =

(11 - 22 November 2013)

Warsaw,
/ Poland

COP19 Warsaw
GT77’s lead negotiators walk out of the conference.

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2022; Kacper Pempel/Reuters, 2022)




| 2015 | The Paris Agreement, COP 21
2015, United Nations Climate Change Conference

Nations Unies
(30 Novto 11 Dec 2015) “Conférence sur les Changements Climatiques 2015
A Paris France =
) : ¥ ¥
Paris,
France §

COP21 Paris Climate Conference.

+ Paris Agreement: Adopted by 196 Parties at COP 21 in Paris, on 12 December 2015 and entered into force on 4 November 2016.

+ The mission of the Paris Agreement, which enters into force in November 2016, is to keep global temperature rise below 2°C and
pursue efforts to keep it below 1.5°C.

(Council on Foreign Relations, 2022; Kacper Pempel/Reuters, 2022)

| 2016 | Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - the United Nations
(Setupin2015)
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Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

+ The SDGs set a universal agenda intended to stimulate social, economic and environmental action.

+ On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development officially
came into force.

(UNESCWA, 2022)

| 2016 | Kigali Amendment

(Signed: 15 Oct 2016)
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Countries adopt Kigali amendment to phase down HFCs

+ The agreement is expected to reduce HFC use by 85 per cent by 2045

(United Nations, 2022)



So, we further see that, in 2013, during the first week of COP 19, in Poland, we see that the grouping of
developing countries known as the group of 77, G77, and China proposed a new funding mechanism to help

vulnerable countries deal with the loss and damage caused by the climate change.

So, developed countries oppose the mechanism. So, G 77 lead negotiators to walk out of the conference. So,
that happened there. And talks eventually resumed and the government agreed to a mechanism that fell short of
what developing countries wanted. So, there was no agreement between the developed countries and developing

countries. Countries also agree on how to implement and initiate to end deforestation known as REDD Plus.

However, the conference is described by the analysis as the least consequential COP in several years. So, there
was not any significant output. So, we further see in the 2015, Paris Agreement COP 21. So, the purpose was to
address climate change the Paris Agreement was a legally binding international treaty on climate change. And

196 countries agreed to what experts call the most significant global climate agreement in history.

So, the Paris Agreement happened then and this was unlike the past accords, it requires nearly all the countries
both developed and developing to set emissions reduction goals. So, all had to come together. However,

countries can choose their targets and there is no enforcement mechanism to ensure they meet them.

So, currently, there is no enforcement mechanism. So, under the agreement, countries are supposed to submit
targets known as nationally determined contribution NDC, so how they would take care of that and the mission
of the Paris Agreement, which enters into force in November, entered into force in 2016. To keep global
temperature, rise below 2 degrees centigrade and pursue efforts to keep it below 1.5 degrees. So, in 2016 we see
Sustainable Development Goals. The Sustainable Development Goals SDGs set a universal agenda intended to

stimulate social, social economic, and environmental action.

So, many scholars consider environmental protection and sustainable development as the substantive objective
of EIA, which currently is to be achieved through the SDGs with 17 integrated goals. So, we have 169 targets
and 232 indicators, and achieving the SDGs requires integrated action on social, environmental, and economic

challenges. So, all that needs to be worked together.

Further, in the same year, we see the Kigali amendments the purpose of which is to reduce the ozone layer
depletion. So, it amends the 1987 Montreal Protocol, and it aims to reduce the hydrofluorocarbon by roughly 80
to 85 percent by late 2045.

(Refer Slide Time: 25:30)
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| 2018 | COP24, Rules for Paris Agreement Decided
(2 Dec 2018 - 14 Dec 2018)

+ IPCC, 2018 wams of devastating
consequences—including  stronger
storms and dangerous heat waves—
if the average global
temperature rises 1.5°C  above
preindustrial levels and projects that
it could reach that level by 2030

COP24 aimed at keeping global
warming well below 2°C compared to
pre-industrial levels

- v’ 2
UN experts warn that warming temperatures around the globe will cause

disasters like the 2018 wildfires in California
(NASA Climate change, 2017)

| 2019 | COP25 to finalize guidelines that govern the Paris Agreement
(2 Dec 2019 - 13 Dec 2019)
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Climate activists chant outside a conference
room at COP25 in Madfrid

f copP2s * The Katowice rulebook that was the outcome of the COP24 could not bring resolution to all the issues related
\jewite  toglobal climate change action
+ The discussion and talks on the issues yet again remain unresolved and have been pushed to COP26

(UN News, 2022)

| 2020 | The United Nations postpones COP26
(Postponed until 2021)

The United Nations postpones COP26,
originally scheduled for November 2020, until
2021 because of a pandemic of a new
coronavirus disease, known as COVID-19




| 2021 | Nations Update Pledges Ahead of COP26

(July 2021)

+ IPCC, 2021 predicts that the
world will reach or exceed 1.5°C
of warming within the next two
decades even if nations
drastically —cut  emissions
immediately

Protesters in Italy call on countries to
boost their commitments ahead of COP26

(Business Today, 2022)

So, in 2018, we see that just ahead of COP 24 in Katowice, Poland. The new IPCC report came up, which
warned about the very devastating consequences like consequences of stronger storms and dangerous heat
waves. So, if the average global temperature rises by 1.5 degrees centigrade about the pre-industrial level and
projects. The report projected that it could reach that level by 2030. So, despite the report countries do not agree

to strong targets.

So, they are not agreeing to the stronger targets though. They do, however, largely settle on rules for
implementing the Paris Accord and covering questions including how countries should report their emissions,
how they would implement it, and how they would report it. They did not agree on rules for carbon trading. But
they push the discussion to 2019. So, we see later in 2018, we see COP 24.

Who is of which the core objective of the countries was to agree on the guidelines that govern the Paris
Agreement. And to create a set of rules to help countries implement the national contribution and meet their
targets. So, within this, we see that 15 countries signed the solidarity and just transitioned to the Celestia
declaration. We see Polish presidentially declared a forest for climate policy highlighting the importance of

rules of forest in solving climate problems.

So, that was done here. In 2019, we saw, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres organize the UN Climate
Action summit for world leaders in New York. So, countries are mandated by the Paris Agreement is submit
revised national determined contribution NDCs by the following year. So, the meeting to share their ideas on
this and the leaders of the world's top carbon-emitting countries, including the United States, and China did not
attend.

So, that did not happen. At the summit, Guterres asks countries to submit plans to cut greenhouse gas emissions
by 45 percent by 2030 and reach carbon neutrality by 2050. So, we see in 2019, we see COP 25. The prime

objective of COP in 2019 was to finalize the rulebook for the Paris Agreement. So, the quota-wise rule book



that was the outcome of COP 24 could not bring resolution to all the issues that resulted in global climate

change action.

So, the COP met at the 25th meeting at UNFCCC to bring a finalized copy of the rulebook of the Paris
Agreement. So, in 2019, December we see COP 25 marked the lack of progress on major climate issues despite
like year of warnings from scientists and all the reports coming in but there was no progress in that. So, the
issues that were unresolved in COP 24 were taken up in COP 25 such as carbon market greenhouse gas

emission reduction targets.

Individual targets of the member nations, the discussions, and tasks on issues yet again remain unresolved and
had to be pushed to COP 26. So, in April 2020, we see that the United Nations postponed COP 26, originally
scheduled for November 2020 until 2021. Because of the pandemic and then countries were expected to

strengthen their emissions reduction goals set under the Paris Agreement at the conference in Glasgow.

So, in July 2021, we see that more than 100 countries altogether accounting for nearly 60 percent of Paris
Agreement signatories met the deadline to submit updated NDCs ahead of COP 26 in November. So, we see
that the purpose of COP 26 was to bring together the world's leaders to act together to limit temperature rises

commit to more ambitious targets, and then reduce the greenhouse gas emission by 2030.

And discuss measures to adapt to the inevitable impact of climate change. So, more than 100 countries
altogether accounted for nearly 60 percent of the Paris Agreement. Signatories met the deadline to submit
updated NDCs ahead of COP 26 in November 2021. So, some of the top emitters propose more ambitious
targets. So, President Joe Biden announced that the United Nations and the United States will aim to cut its

emissions by roughly half of its 2005 level by 2030.

Doubling President Obama's commitment. And then we see that China and India responsible for roughly one-
third of the global greenhouse gas emission in 2019, missed the deadline. And then we also see the IPCC report
2021. It further predicts that the world will reach or exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius of warming within the next two

decades, even if national drastically, nations drastically cut emissions immediately. So, that is what we see.

(Refer Slide Time: 31:52)
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One of the goals of COP26 was to completely phase out coal. But the Glasgow
Climate Pact only calls on countries to phase it down
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Summary

Connected Initiatives and events with the Global Environmental
Timeline 2000-2021,

@ Synthesized context for Law, Policy, Guidelines and Institutions
at different levels.

References

EIA Training Resource Manual, UNEP, 2002;
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/26503/EIA Training Resource Manual.pdf?sequenc
e=1&isAllowed=y

ADB Sustainable Development Timeline;
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/29664/world-sustainable-development-timeline.

UN Climate Talks;
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/un-climate-talks

@ The Sustainable Development Agenda;
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda-retired/



[ A
Suggested Watch and Read

hittps:/Awww youtube comiwalch 2v=udKxE4KvS ht Jwww youtube comwatch?v=C3i8e3 Sax
) 2

And COP we see it November 2021, that COP 26. President Alok Sharma says commitments made during the
conference keep the Paris Agreement goal of limiting warming to 1.5 degrees alive but it is very weak. There is
some progress, but it is very weak. So, that is what we are at this stage that is what we have arrived at now as a
nation and as a global context. So, here rearranged the timeline which we had seen like how the world is

moving in terms of environmental considerations in the political agreement, international agreements.

And then the kind of awareness which is coming and kinds of concerns which are coming. So, summarizing, we
saw the initiatives and events with the globe, from the global environmental perspective from 2000 to 2021.
From the previous lecture, we started from 1970 to 2021. So, you may reflect and think about how EIA

addresses the larger goals and larger problems. How much it can address?

So, we will be further looking into law policy and institutional setup in our next lecture. So, these were our
references for this particular session. And these are the suggested watch and read. Please feel free to ask
questions. Let us know about any concerns you have to share your opinions, opinions, experiences, and

suggestions. Looking forward to interacting and co-learning with you while exploring EIA. Thank you.



